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logy; Wordsworth's poetry declined with his acceptance of
Christianity. If Shakespeare and Keats failed to create adequate
mythologies, Wordsworth was content with what Christianity
gave him. Yet, dogma is not poetry, nor a mere mythology.
Mythology is the use of symbols which is not bound up with
belief in its symbols; but dogma is bound to the denial that it is
using mere symbols and to the assertion of the historical truth
of its "symbols". In dogma belief is vital; and with it goes
acceptance of authority. And in accepting Christianity Words-
worth was not accepting, nor could he possibly imagine that
he was accepting, a mythology which may be highly expressive,
Christianity could not be for Wordsworth, any more than for
anyone else, a mere poetry, however adequate, and it necessarily
laid compulsion upon his poetry. Keats on the other hand was
curiously unsympathetic towards Christianity, and described
the structure of Christian dogma as 'pious fraud', although the
man whom more than any other of his day he admired had
shown in The Excursion the submission of his imagination to
Christianity. As for Keats we certainly can say that he showed in
this respect a striking insensitiveness to the expressiveness of
Christian dogma. It is of the greatest interest to observe two
such strikingly different attitudes on the part of the two great
poets towards dogmatic religion, and to consider how two
powerful imaginations in certain important respects so funda-
mentally alike, should entertain such extremely differing views
of Christianity.

What is of the greatest importance is to try to realize
the place of dogma in religion and its necessity for a religion.
To many people to-day, we may be sure, religious dogma is
an inexplicable mystery which they feel it necessary to con-
demn wholesale. What makes dogma an impossible stumbling-
block to many such is of course its assertion of the miraculous1;
1 I use the word 'miraculous' to include the claim of a fiml revela-
tion made at a definite period of time through Christ,